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SUBJECT: LAWS GOVERNING FIREARM IMPORTATION 
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THE QUESTION RAISED IN REF (A) ARE ANSWERED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. AN IMPORT LICENSE FOR THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTATION OF 
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION IS REQUIRED WHEN THE 
IMPORTER IS NOT, REPEAT NOT, IN THE POSSESSION OF A PER- 
MIT ALLOWING THE MANUFACTURE, REPAIR, AND TRADE IN FIRE- 
ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

2. LICENSES, IF REQUIRED, ARE ISSUED BY THE MUNICIPAL 
AUTHORITIES OR THE COUNTY POLICE. 

3. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS OF THE COMMERCIAL CONSIG- 
NEES FOR OBTAINING AN IMPORT PERMIT, (OR TRADE PERMIT, 
RESPECTIVELY), ARE MAINLY PERSONAL INTEGRITY, GOOD REPU- 
TATION, AND EXPERT KNOWLEDGE (EVIDENCED BY PASSING AN 
EXAMINATION), AND ADEQUATE STORAGE FACILITIES. 

4. CONTROL AFTER IMPORTATION IS EXERCISED AS FOLLOWS: 

THE CUSTOMS OFFICES WILL INFORM THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
(COUNTY POLICE OR MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION) IN THE DIS- 
TRICT IN WHICH THE IMPORTER/DEALER HAS HIS SEAT OF BUSI 
NESS, OF EACH IMPORTATION, FURNISHING INFORMATION ON CON- 
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FIREARMS, ALSO SYMBOLS AND NUMBERS. 

5. THE IMPORTER/DEALER MUST ENTER FIREARMS IN A FIRE- 
ARM TRADE REGISTER (WAFFENHANDELSBUCH), AND AMMUNITION 
IN AN AMMUNITION TRADE REGISTER (MUNITIONSHANDELSBUCH). 
THE ENTRIES MUST SHOW MODEL, QUANTITY, ORIGIN, AND END- 
USE OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

6. IN ADDITION, THE IMPORTER/DEALER MUST LABEL, 

A) IMPORTED FIREARMS CONSPICUOUSLY AND DURABLY WITH 
THE LOCAL DEALER S NAME OR HIS REGISTERED TRADE-MARK, 

THE CALIBER, AND A SERIAL NUMBER. 

B) THE RETAIL PACKAGE OF IMPORTED AMMUNITION WITH A SYM 
BOL IDENTIFYING THE MANUFACTURER, THE PRODUCTION SERIES, 
AND THE CALIBER. THE MANUFACTURER'S IDENTIFICATION 
SYMBOL AND THE CALIBER MUST ALSO APPEAR ON THE CASE. 

ALSO CONSIDERED AS "MANUFACTURERS" ARE THOSE IMPORTERS/ 
DEALERS IN WHOSE NAME THE AMMUNITION IS SOLD AND WHO 
ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT THE AMMUNITION MEETS THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW. 

DEALERS IN FIREARMS ARE ENTITLED TO SELL FIREARMS ONLY 
IF PROPERLY MARKED, AND AMMUNITION, IF SPOT CHECKS HAVE 
REVEALED THAT THE AMMUNITION CARRIES THE MANUFACTURER'S 
SYMBOL, UNLESS THEY ARE EXEMPTED FROM LABELING REQUIRE- 
MENTS, E.G.ANTIQUE WEAPONS (MANUFACTURED BEFORE 1871), 
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION DESTINED FOR EXPORTATION, AMMU- 
NITION DESTINED FOR THE MILITARY, THE CUSTOMS ADMINISTRA- 
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TION, THE POLICE, ETC. 

7. WHILE WHOLESALE OR RETAIL GUN DEALERS ARE REQUIRED 
TO RECORD SALES IN ACCORDANCE WITH NO. 6, ABOVE, THEY 
DO NOT HAVE TO REPORT THEM (RECORDING IS AUDITED AT 
CERTAIN INTERVALS BY THE SUPERVISORY AUTHORITIES-COUN- 
TY POLICE OR MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES). THE PURCHASE OF 
FIREARMS MUST BE REPORTED BY THE BUYER BY REGISTRATION 
WITH THE SAME AUTHORITIES. 

8. INDIVIDUALS ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN LICENSES 
(WAFFENBESITZKARTE AND MUNITIONSERWERB SCHEIN ) FOR THE 
ACQUISITION OR POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION, 
RESPECTIVELY. IF FIREARMS OR AMMUNITION ARE TO BE IM- 
PORTED BY INDIVIDUALS. IMPORT LICENSES ARE ALSO REQUIRED. 
INDIVIDUALS WHO ALSO WANT TO CARRY FIREARMS NEED AN 
ADDITIONAL LICENSE (WAFFENSCHEIN). 

9. IN VIEW OF THE COMPLEXITY OF THE LAW AND THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS ISSUED THERUNDER, THE REPORT 
INCLUDES ONLY THE SKELETON PROVISIONS. IF MORE DETAILS 
ARE NEEDED, WE WILL GLADLY FURNISH COPY OF THE LAW AND 
ITS IMPLEMENTING ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS (IN GERMAN). 
HILT .F.NBR AND 
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